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Our Mission
The mission of the Ronald 

McDonald House Charities Ann 

Arbor is to provide a “home away 

from home” for families of children 

experiencing a serious illness or 

injury requiring hospitalization.
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RMHCAA was honored to have Emily and Conor Otto speak at the Red Shoe Affair.

Our baby boy Cedar was rushed to the NICU at St. Joe’s after birth, then transferred 
to Mott Children’s Hospital. The cardiologists figured out that Cedar had an AVSD 
(atrioventricular septal defect). We spent the night at Mott in awkward positions on 
little fold-out chairs. We were at the hospital for four days, then went home. One 
night I saw his diaphragm retract, and Cedar went into surgery the next day.

It is very draining to be with your baby through open heart surgery. We heard 
that the Ronald McDonald House might have a room for us. We thought we 
wouldn’t qualify since we lived so close, but they had a room... a quiet space 
to lay down, chill and rest. We felt so grateful to have space to calm down and 
to be so close to our baby! I would wake up around 3 am, pump breastmilk, 
and then go and visit my sweet baby. The Ronald McDonald House was our 
sanctuary in a time of insanity.

Continued on next page 

The Otto Family Story



Spring... what a glorious time of the year!  Warm 
temperatures return, the snow finally melts and cold 
temperatures recede. As the Arboretum begins to 
display its colors, so do we.

After dusting off our red shoes and trying them on 
for our big gala, the Red Shoe Affair (RSA) was held at 
the Big House on April 27. The evening was filled with 
fun, food, friends and dancing as you can see from 
the photos on the following pages. 

Beyond the excitement of the gala, we focused on highlighting what 
Ronald McDonald House Charities Ann Arbor does for our families. We 
appreciate and thank our donors and supporters to the RSA and also for 
those who give day-to-day, monthly or annually.

Because of you, our sponsors and donors, our families can concentrate on 
getting their sick child better, out of the hospital and home. They don’t have 
to be concerned with where they will get their next meal or where they will 
sleep; our volunteers and community supporters arrange for the guests’ 
daily needs.

Our thanks to you for helping us keep families close to those who need 
them the most!
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The Otto Family Story (Continued from previous page) 

Cedar’s first open heart surgery was a fix to get his heart and tissues 
bigger before the full repair. We came back to Mott when he was just 4 
months old for that repair, involving testing, prodding, healing and pain 
management. It’s a lot when mom and dad are both working full time. We 
were once again supported by the House. We practiced yoga and played 
some music before going to visit Cedar on the 11th floor. It made for a 
much smoother time during our week-long stay.

That repair fixed the AVSD and some heart valve issues, but we were 
back a month later and heard that the repairs interrupted the electricity in 
Cedar’s heart. It was beating at a very low rate; he needed a pacemaker. 
A month after, we were once again in surgery. It’s so hard to watch your 
6-month-old baby go through so very much. Once again, we were able to 
stay in the House and create a little home while he recovered. 

The medical charges were immense! Having a place to stay, at no charge, 
was a very huge relief for our family. When your family goes through heart 
surgeries at Mott, the last thing you need is more stress... about bills, 
transportation, food and housing. The Ronald McDonald House made it 
easier on us. This place is amazing! Cedar is 11 months old and is a happy, 
sweet, chunky little dude. He loves pulling himself up to standing and 
crawling around the house. He adores his puppy, Willow. He smiles at 
everyone he meets. We are so grateful!
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Adopt a Room

n Ann Arbor it’s easy to spend over $100 a night 
for a hotel room, across town from the hospital. 

For many families, already financially and emotionally 
stressed from their child’s illness, that cost is just too 
high, especially when they have no idea how long their 
child may be hospitalized.  

A room at Ronald McDonald House Charities Ann Arbor 
is not just a room; it’s a quiet place to escape the noise 
and stress of the hospital.  It’s a sanctuary for sleep, 
reflection and private conversation. It’s a place to be 
refreshed with a shower or bath and to share worries 
with other residents... it’s a “home away from home.”

RMHCAA provides rooms at no cost nightly for 43 
families each night; over 1,200 a year. With an Adopt 
a Room sponsorship of $2,500 you will help support 
one of our family rooms and those that rely on that 
sanctuary. As an Adopt-A-Room supporter, you will be 
recognized on a plaque and on signage in our lobby.  

By adopting a room, you give parents the ability to focus 
on the most important thing–the health of their child–
rather than worrying about the expense and burden of 
where they will stay during their child’s treatment.

A yearlong sponsorship of an Adopt a Room will 
provide a family:

 � A “home away from home” near their sick child

 � All the comforts of home while remaining close 
to the hospital. Families enjoy a comfortable 
bedroom, home-cooked meals, laundry facilities, 
shared living areas, indoor and outdoor play areas 
for siblings and outpatients. 

 � Ongoing support from caring volunteers, staff and 
other families with critically-ill children who share 
the same challenges and hopes

Our Adopt a Room sponsors are recognized on a 
plaque and have the first right of refusal to recommit 
yearly. Your support is vital to the well-being of our 
guests. Not having the added stress of paying for a 
hotel room, preparing meals or finding a quiet moment 
is key to the recovery of their child in the hospital.

To learn more about Adopting a Room and supporting 
a family, contact Julaine LeDuc at 734-998-6532 or 
jleduc@rmhcannarbor.org

sanc·tu·ar·y  
/'saNGk(t)SHə,werē/ 
noun

1. A private place or 
retreat for refuge 
and protection.

I
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n Saturday, April 27, over 550 guests stepped out in their red shoes 
to enjoy an evening of fun at the Big House in support of Ronald 

McDonald House Charities Ann Arbor. The event was a wonderful success 
as guests tossed the ball with Ronald, savored delicious food and 
beverages, and bid on an array of items in the silent and live auction. The 
evening was topped off by a lively diner-themed Afterglow, dancing to 
the Dueling Pianos and McDonald’s Hamburgers  served by skaters from 
the Ann Arbor Roller Derby Team! Thanks to our sponsors and attendees, 
we exceeded our goal and raised $480,000 to provide a “home away from 
home” for over 1,200 families this year.
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1. Loyal attendees the Zannis 
family and friends

2. Board members Matt 
Djanovich and Doug 
Mervis with Kris Djanovich 
and Kim Mervis

3. The Big House!

4. Jo and Jeff Post brought 
daughter Olivia to enjoy 
the evening

5. Kevin Johnson from House 
supporter Martin Brower 
brought along some friends

6. Board member Michelle 
Caird attended with friend 
and neighbors 

7. The Ann Arbor Derby 
members added to the 
Diner theme and served 
McDonald’s burgers  
on skates 

8. First time attendees and 
Health Pro Sponsor Sonny 
and Lamees Chami

9. RMHCAA is proud to have 
their Board Members on 
the Team! 

10. RSA guests danced 
the night away at the 
Afterglow party 

11. Event Chairs Laura and 
AC Ganger 

12. Event Chair Laura Ganger 
and members of the 
Host Committee

13. Jessie Newman and Dan 
Papajcik stopped by to say 
hello to Ronald



Donor Spotlight
Karen Glorio Luther
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PRESENTING SPONSOR
McDonald’s Michigan Owner

Operators Marketing Association

RED SHOE SOCIETY SPONSORS
Michigan Medicine C.S. Mott 

Children’s Hospital
Debbie and Mike Tirico 
Chad and Ryan Nyitray
Karen Glorio Luther
Positive Future Trust 

AFTERGLOW SPONSOR
Ganger Dermatology

BENEFACTOR RECEPTION SPONSOR
Atwell

HOUSE SPONSORS
Team Adalyn
Brothers Tax, LLC
Andrew and Michelle Caird, MD
Jenny and Jim Carpenter, MD
Dennis Crowley, MD
Dykema Gossett, PLLC
The Good Family
Jan and John Hamilton
The Kensington Hotel on State Street
Stacey and Mike Marsh
Tricia Merillat McGuire and 

David McGuire
Dr. Pepper
Davang Shah and Raani Punglia, MD
Rick and Sue Snyder
Ronald and Patricia Williams

Charitable Foundation

FAMILY SPONSORS
Bank of Ann Arbor
Dr. Creg and Sheila Carpenter
DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen
Andrew Farley and Family
Drs. Peter and Janice Farrehi
HealthPro Pharmacy
Kapnick Insurance
Karen and David Kowal
Jacquelynn and Philip Lapinski
McCain Foods
Monique Vann Brown
Van Hooser Family
JZ and Terry Zdanowski

CANDY TABLE SPONSOR
Enspire Dental

FRIEND SPONSORS
Charles J. Baum Family Fund
Mayuri Guntupalli and James DeVaney
ITC
J Keller Properties
Macy’s
Main Street Homes
Mary and Christopher Newton, MD
University of Michigan Credit Union
284 Partners, LLC
Preferred Title Agency
Trisha and Jeff Stanton
Tribble Painting Company
Tricho Salon and Spa
Kate and Mark Van Sumeren
Sara Wohl

SUPPORT SPONSORS
Kristin and Patrick Finn
Geraldine Kilsdonk
Martin-Brower Company, LLC
Varsity Automotive
J.D. Wisner Electric

SCOREBOARD SPONSORS
American Title Company 

of Washtenaw 
Ann Arbor Insurance Associates, LLC
Dr. Edward and Linda Bove
Bunek Dental Studio
C.F. Burger 
Betsy and Patrick Cavanaugh
Clark Hill
The Coca-Cola Company
Domino’s Pizza
Ellis Parking Company
Ilitch Companies 
Annette and Jason Kavanaugh
Old National
Pinkerton
Real Estate One – Matt Dejanovich
The Suburban Collection
Taylor Freezer of Michigan, Inc. 

MEDIA SPONSOR
MLive Media Group

EVENT CO-CHAIRS
Laura Ganger, MD and A.C. Ganger

HONORARY COMMITTEE
Sheri Belcher and Todd Tribble
Sarah and Jim Harbaugh
Stacey and Mike Marsh
Sue and Rick Snyder
Trisha and Jeff Stanton
Debbie and Mike Tirico
Amy and Brian Wenzel 

HOST COMMITTEE
Alicia Schafer and Matt Aberbach
Sheila and Creg Carpenter, MD
Betsy and Patrick Cavanaugh
Leanne Chadwick
Kimberly Channey
Susy DeMeester, MD and 

Jim DeMeester, MD

HOST COMMITTEE (Continued)
Kristin and Patrick Finn
Santine Harlock, DDS and 

Dave Harlock
Annette and Jason Kavanaugh
Katherine Klein
Karen and David Kowal
Andrew Loy
Karen Glorio Luther
Tricia Merillat McGuire and 

David McGuire
Mary and Christopher Newton, MD
Chad and Ryan Nyitray
Bonnie and Rick Ohye, MD
Jessie Newman and Dan Papajcik
Anne and Brent Schomaker
Sara and Chris Schulte
Lynly and Brenton Williams

Thank You to Our 
Generous Sponsors

Thank You to Our Event Host  
and Honorary Committees

The Hero of the House Award was created to 
honor individuals or groups who have provided 
outstanding support of the mission of RMHCAA 
and the families who we serve. Awarded 
annually at the Red Shoe Affair event, prior 
awardees include Rosie and Alan Fellhauer, Rick 
Bossard, Sheri Belcher-Tribble, Jenny Carpenter, 
Alan Harris and Jan Shatusky.

JOE KRYZA
Joe has been a 
tremendous support to 
RMHCAA during his many 
years as a Board member. 
Joe has facilitated 
multiple major donations 
to the Main House that 
have greatly improved 
the technology and 

communication tools for both staff and families. 
We are very grateful for all of Joe’s expertise and 
efforts on behalf of the organization.

JIM GREENE
Jim Greene has been 
a key member of the 
Board of Directors 
during a time of 
tremendous growth. 
Jim’s legal and HR 
expertise and guidance 
has been invaluable 
to the organization. 

We thank Jim for his continuous support, 
partnership and leadership.
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$100 
Provides housing for a 

family for one night.

$200 
Provides dinner 
for 29 families.

$500
Provides cleaning 
supplies for one month.

$1,000 
Purchases a Fairy Door for our 

“Doors of Hope” wall, to support 
House operations.

$2,500 
Adopt a Room, covers the annual 

cost of upkeep for one room.

Did You 
Know?

www.facebook.com/RMHCAnnArbor

aren Glorio Luther was first introduced to Ronald McDonald House 
Charities Ann Arbor as a college student at the University of Michigan. 

As the national charity of her sorority, she and the other members held 
fundraisers and volunteered at the House. 

As an attorney for Beaumont Health, Karen founded a Legal Aid Clinic for 
low-income patients and families who needed legal assistance to remove 
legal barriers that negatively impacted their health and well-being. After 
her retirement from Beaumont, she returned to Ann Arbor and has once 
again become involved with RMHCAA, as a volunteer, donor, and member 
of the Pillars of the House Legacy Society.

Philanthropy is important to Karen and because of her background in health 
care and her college experience, she is especially connected to RMHCAA. 
“I have seen the good things they do for patients and families. I know how 
important it is for families of sick children to have a place of comfort so they 
can focus their energies on providing support for their children.”

Karen also has a commitment to leave a legacy for families. “As part of my 
charitable philosophy, I think it is important to make a lasting difference, 
not only for me, but as an example to my children.”

We are grateful to Karen and to all our donors for the difference they make. 
Their gifts allow RMHCAA to keep families close.

K
Karen Glorio Luther with her children Patrick, Stephanie and Matthew
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Ronald McDonald House of Ann Arbor
1600 Washington Heights
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Ronald McDonald House within 
C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital
1540 East Hospital Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48109

Phone: 734-994-4442
Fax: 734-994-4919
www.rmhcannarbor.org

You made it happen! Check out what we’ve been able to accomplish 
with your support in our 2018 Impact Report. Thank you!

THANK YOUfor keeping families close!
2018 Impact Report

Ann Arbor

https://rmhcannarbor.org/about/history/

2018

IMPACT REPORT 
is available online.

DONATE! You can help support our program by making a secure online donation to our website 
or mailing your donation directly to our House. https://rmhcannarbor.org/donate/

HOST A SUMMER DINNER! We are especially in need of dinner groups in the summertime! 
Families are so grateful to have a home cooked meal when they return from a long day at the 
hospital. Gathering friends to prepare a meal is a great way to get together and give back. For 
more information see our website https://rmhcannarbor.org/get-involved-2/dinner-group or 
contact Stacey Laho slaho@rmhcannarbor.org

How You Can Help
GET INVOLVED! Visit https://rmhcannarbor.org/get-involved-2/ 

to find out more about how you can help.


